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Classified  By:  Minister  Counselor  for  Economic  and  Political 
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IQ.  (C)  Poloff  discussed  the  movement  to  develop  a legally 
binding  treaty  to  restrict  the  use  of  cluster  munitions  (CM) 
with  MFA's  Director  of  Disarmament  Dr.  Hossam  Aly  on  January 
112  2.  Dr.  Aly  said  that  representatives  of  several  ministries 
discussed  CM  at  a recent  "National  Committee"  meeting  on 
disarmament  issues,  but  Egypt  has  not  yet  developed  a 
consolidated  national  position.  He  added  that  Egypt  had  not 
yet  been  invited  to  the  Oslo  conference,  but  had  asked  its 
mission  in  Oslo  to  solicit  an  invitation  and  plans  to  send  a 
disarmament  expert  to  the  meeting.  He  was  not  aware  of  the 
April  ICRC-sponsored  conference  in  Montreaux. 

%_2.  (C)  Dr.  Aly  promised  to  follow  up  with  other  concerned 

ministries  on  the  military  implications  of  the  CM  ban  and  to 
provide  insight  into  this  issue  at  a follow-up  meeting  within 
a week.  Dr.  Aly  said  that  because  the  Egyptian  national 
position  on  CM  is  still  under  discussion,  the  GOE  may  view  a 
proposal  for  mil-mil  discussions  as  premature.  Emboffs  will 
follow  up  with  Ministry  of  Defense  contacts  on  the  proposal 
for  military  discussions  and  report  the  response  separately. 
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